
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 theses on the 

door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Each of the 

theses was a challenge to the validity of the indulgences that the 

Church of that day was selling to forgive a person’s sin, 

especially sins that were not confessed. It was believed that a 

person spent time in purgatory after death, where their sins were 

purged before going on to heaven. Buying indulgences would 

lessen their time in purgatory. Buying indulgences for family 

members who had already died would free them completely 

from purgatory.  

 

The theses, composed in Latin for an audience of priests and 

professors, were quickly translated into German. The words of 

Martin Luther were circulated all over Germany, and the 

Reformation was established.  

 

This year marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Reformation. It’s a good time to become better informed about 

our roots as Lutheran Christians. To help facilitate this, SELC 

has agreed to host a Reformation 500 Bookstore. This book 

display is located in the lower level of the church, next to the 

library and on the piano.  

 

There are books that will help you learn more about Martin 

Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity. You will 

find books that reflect on the ongoing impact of the Reformation 

today.  

 

There are books for all ages: a biography Luther the Reformer; 

an Atlas of the European Reformation; and Martin Luther’s 
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Table Talk. There are children’s books like Papa Luther and The 

Life of Martin Luther. There are devotional books like 40-Day 

Journey with Martin Luther and Luther’s Prayers.  

 

There are books which contain Martin Luther’s writings like The 

Freedom of the Christian; The Large Catechism; and The Small 

Catechism, as well as The Annotated Luther series.  

 

Our Reformation 500 Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg 

Fortress, the publishing ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. They are giving us the opportunity to save 

up to 50% on the books, plus free shipping. On the table of 

the display you will find 2 pages of the order form. Fill out your 

name, phone number, and the books that you want. We will take 

orders through October 22. We will ask for payment when we 

send in the complete order.  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

October Worship Schedule 
Sundays in October 

   8:30 a.m. Confirmation in the parsonage 

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

   9:15 a.m. Choir will practice & sing at Worship: Oct. 8, 15, & 29 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Oct. 8   Now the Feast and Celebration – Pastor Erika Uthe 

  Retreat – Pastor Erika Uthe, Assistant to the Bishop 

Oct. 22  Hayride at the Parish Hall 4-6 p.m. 

Oct. 29  Reformation 

  



Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 

 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, October 

19, 2017. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin 

board in the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes follow this 

article.  

 

Financials: 

Giving $155,729.56 

Expenses $144,502.21 

Mission Support  $   7,504.14 

Net Income $   3,723.21 

              (through September 27, 2017) 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

August 17, 2017 

Present:  Karl Krueger, Ray Meth, Stacy Speidel, Lisa Kempf, 

Wayne Woline, Johanna Crawford, Alex Peterson, Julie Ostby, Pastor 

Mark, Sherry Honts, Maribelle Lund, Wayne Rodgers 

Absent:  Glenn Graf 

Host for the evening was Alex Peterson.  

 

I. Devotions.  Alex opened the meeting with a devotion based 1 

Corinthians 1. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion made by Lisa and 

seconded by Johanna to approve the financials as printed.  Motion 

carried.   

Memorial Secretary report.  Pastor and Ray reported that the kitchen 

committee met and it was decided to upgrade the counter top on the 

serving counter from formica to quartz and the difference in price 

(approximately $2,000.00) will be paid out of the Bernard and Treva 

Hultquist memorial money.  Pastor also reported that there is $1,000 

in Roger Swanson memorial fund which is designated for shrubs and 

bushes at Parish Hall.  It was discussed that we try to get a grant from 

Alliant through their Trees Forever.  Pastor said he would ask Gayle 



Olson to write the grant application.  Julie looked up the grant process 

and deadline for spring grant is November 1 and deadline for fall 

grant is June 1.  Karl will check with Alliant regarding type and size 

of trees they offer.  It was discussed to start with shrubs and bushes 

with Roger Swanson’s money on northside of Parish Hall.  Karl will 

contact Egli, Julie will contact Mike Riley and Wayne R. will contact 

someone in Burlington regarding getting quotes for landscaping on 

north side of Parish Hall.  It was moved by Wayne W. and seconded 

by Julie to proceed with plan to landscape at Parish Hall.  Motion 

carried. 

The minutes of the July 20 Council meeting were distributed and 

reviewed.  Ray made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded by 

Stacy.  Motion carried. 

An email vote was taken initiated by an August 9 email by Karl and 

was approved to allow Barbara Salms’ request to be interred in the 

church cemetery with her mother and grandparents.  This request was 

reviewed and approved by the cemetery committee in February. 

Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the month 

and addressed questions.  Pastor reported that next SO Fun Day will 

be held June 16, 2018.  VBS was discussed and it was mentioned that 

VBS director position will need to be filled and council believes 

Christian Ed committee should in charge of this.  Pastor also reported 

that September 24-26 he will be attending the Tri Synodical 

conference in West Des Moines and that from September 17 to 

October 22 a Reformation 500 bookstore will be set up at the church 

and Gayle Olson will oversee that.  It was moved by Johanna and 

seconded by Wayne R. that Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion 

carried. 

Maribelle was dismissed from meeting due to illness. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – none. 

B. Cemetery – no meeting held.  The Barbara Salms request was 

mentioned again.  It was also brought up that they still need someone 

on this committee to replace Randy Morgan and that the committee 

only meets 2 or 3 times per year and that something should be put in 

the bulletin again.  Pastor will get something done on this.  Johanna 

reported that Bean and Bean will be coming to fix the crooked Larson 

stone. 

C. Christian Education and Youth – see comments under Pastor’s 

report regarding VBS and need for director.  Pastor reported that 



Confirmation is getting lined up and there should be 8 attending 

confirmation. 

D. Evangelism – Stacy reported that the evangelism committee 

met Tuesday night.  She said they are continuing the planning for the 

hayride in October; that Pastor talked about membership with 

Chamber and that church pamphlets are there now to go in welcome 

bags for new people moving to the area; they continue the postcard 

campaign and that several from our church will be participating in the 

Iowa Wesleyan fair to be held August 22 from 11-1.  Stacy also 

reported they are trying to start a young adult ministry group and 

there will be a meeting on 9/17 and Evangelism committee will 

provide daycare.  She also said they continue to study and discuss the 

book Why Nobody Wants to Go to Church Anymore. 

E. Finance – none. 

F. Mutual Ministry – none. 

G. Nominating – none.  Sherry Honts brought up that she may 

possible resign her final year on council as she does not feel that she 

is representing the church as well as she should because she is unable 

to attend a lot of the meetings.  It was also asked if there is an 

attendance requirement in the By-Laws.  This will be brought up 

again before the end of the year in order to let nominating committee 

know if they will need to find someone to finish out Sherry’s term. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement: 

  1. It was reported that there is currently no 

internet at Parish Hall as modem had to be moved out of the phone 

booth because of remodeling.  It was discussed that the modem be 

moved up to the entryway where the phone is currently located by the 

coat racks. 

  2. Ray reported that old kitchen at Parish Hall is 

totally gone, that the wood floor looks good and they should be able 

to have it refinished.  Ray stated the bottom cupboards have all been 

built; the top cupboards will be started and should be done by next 

week; the Amish are doing the dovetailing on the cabinets; the kitchen 

cabinets will be painted a light gray and will have self-closing 

drawers and doors.  

  3. Ray reported someone is interested in donating 

part of the money for a new refrigerator and that the property 

committee will pick up the rest. 

  4. Ray reported that the stove needs to be either 

fixed or replaced as 2 burners do not work.  He said it cost 



approximately $4,000.00 for a new stove with 10 burners, 2 ovens 

and the controls on the back of the stove rather than the front.   

  5. Replacement of the range hood was also 

brought up and it was mentioned that possibly someone can build a 

stainless steel one (60 inches) – possibly outfit in Burlington.  It was 

mentioned that Tom Wenstrand will be providing steel for around 

dishwasher and behind stove. 

  6. When serving windows were removed, one 

band broke and they are trying to see if they can get a new one. 

  7. Chimney is gone. 

  8. Approximately 10 people showed up to move 

stuff out of kitchen and into dining room and it took approximately 45 

minutes. 

  9. The altar that is at Parish Hall was discussed 

and it was suggested that it be put on a silent auction with kitchen 

items that are no longer needed. 

I. Social Ministry – will meet on September 21 at 5:30 P.M. 

J. Stewardship – none. 

K. Tanzania – reviewed minutes from July 25 meeting.  Hoping 

to send two (Pastor and Gayle Olson) to Tanzania yet this year to 

purchase two motorbikes.  They are also looking into the possibility 

of going with two churches from Cedar Rapids next summer.  There 

is currently over $11,000.00 in Tanzania fund and they plan to do 

more fundraising.  

L. Worship and Music – met last week.  Minutes we had in our 

council packet were incorrect ones.  Pastor reported the outdoor 

service will be held September 10 with college fundraiser held 

afterwards and he also mentioned that there will be trumpets in 

October for reformation.  The Christmas schedule for this year will be 

no Sunday morning service on 12/24 but there will be a 5:00 P.M. 

service and a 11:00 P.M. Julotta service on 12/24 and no worship 

service on Christmas morning. 

It was moved by Johanna and seconded by Wayne R. that the 

committee reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was Matthew 14:22-23. 

 

V. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 



 1. Defibrillators – Stacy will try to connect with Patti 

Sallee to get an update. 

 2. Active Shooter Training – tabled.  . 

 3. Flag Pole Lights – Larry Haight will be doing work for 

this but no materials have been received. 

 4. Walkway Lights – trees an issue.  Put lights on 

building?  Possibly 2 lights – dusk to dawn and also replace the one 

above porch door?  Ray will talk to Grabers about this. 

 5. Parish Hall Driveway Posts – in progress. 

 

VI. New Business. 
 A. New member by adult baptism. 

 B. Drain in storage room, needs new cover – Wayne W. 

will look at this. 

 C. College potluck fundraiser on 9/10 which is also Rally 

Sunday (Thrivent debit card).  Karl will get the hot dogs for this.   

 D. Congregation Retreat – was to be 9/17 but has been 

moved to 10/8.  There will be a potluck after church.  The retreat will 

cover practical how-tos and joy of sharing faith and will be done by 

2:00 PM.   

 E. Blood Drive will be held on 9/26 from 3:00 to 6:00 

PM.  Stacy stated there were only 6 slots open and she also stated our 

Site # is 5185. 

 F. LP Booking – Karl passed around 3 quotes for LP for a 

4000 gallon contract.  It was moved by Wayne R. and second by Ray 

that we go with Chem Gro. 

Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Wayne R. and seconded 

by Julie that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 9:40 p.m. and 

the meeting was ended with the Council joining hands and saying the 

Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ 

meetings. Even better would be to join one of our committees. All 

committees meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise 

stated.  

 

  



Evangelism Committee 

 
The Evangelism Committee will meet on Monday, October 2 at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

Altar Guild 

 
The Altar Guild is looking for volunteers to assist with miscellaneous 

duties for worship services. If you are interested please contact Lynn 

Graf. 

 

Church Choir Schedule 

 
October 

8th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship 

15th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship 

29th Choir Practice 9 a.m. & Sing at worship (Reformation Sunday) 

 

November 

5th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship (All Saints Sunday) 

19th No Choir Practice, Sing at PM service 

26th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship (Christ the King 

Sunday) 

 

December 

10th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship 

24th Sing at 5.p.m Christmas Eve Service  

 

Worship & Music 

 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

September 3 62 September 10 83 (outdoor) 

September 17 90 September 24 85 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

September 3 $4,218.00 September 10 $1,730.00 

September 17 $2,166.00 September 24 $3,282.05 

 

  



Food Resources of Henry County, Inc. 

 
Would you please consider donating grain or cash to the Food 

Resources of Henry County in 2017? We were successful in 2016 

raising $30,000 of our $40,000 goal to help feed the less fortunate 

people of the world, but there is still a greater need at hand. Henry 

County is one of over 200 U.S. growing projects that supports over 50 

projects around the world, benefitting over a million people per year. 

Our total goal for 2017 remains at $40,000 from growing project 

grain yields and donations. 

 

Your assistance in our humanitarian effort would be greatly 

appreciated. You would join other concerned Henry County, Iowa 

citizens in making possible Food Resources Bank’s long sustainable 

food security programs implemented by their members all across the 

United States to some of the poorest communities in the world. Your 

spirit of generosity and compassion for others makes the world a 

better place by supporting families in their efforts to feed their 

children. May you be blessed in the rich measure that you have been a 

blessing!  

 

If you would prefer to donate cash, make your check payable to Food 

Resources Bank, (and you may donate during the October service 

offerings at Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church by writing 

Food Resources Bank on your check). If you decide to donate grain, 

almost all elevators in Henry County will turn your grain into cash 

and mail a check. Thank you for your support. 

–Duane Graber, President FRB 

 

WACO CROP Drive 

 
C.R.O.P. Drive dates this year are October 1-31, 2017. Communities 

Responding to Overcome Poverty provides funds for those who need 

it most, both around the world and here at home. Once again, 25% of 

proceeds will be used within our own WACO Community. Please 

give generously throughout the month of October! You may donate 

by marking your check “CROP” and place it in the offering plate any 

time during October. NOTE: There are new online giving options at: 

www.crophungerwalk.org/waylandia.  

 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/waylandia


 
 

Congregational Retreat - Sunday, October 8 

 

If thoughts of talking about your faith with others gives you cold 

sweats, you're not alone! In fact, some tremble at the whisper of the 

word 'evangelism'.The truth is, sharing faith doesn't have to be scary 

or hard. Join Pastor Erika Uthe, Director for Evangelical Mission and 

Assistant to the Bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod, for 

conversation about practical how-to's and the joy (yes, joy!) of 

sharing faith in real life.  

 

Pastor Uthe will be with us in worship on October 8, followed by a 

potluck lunch at the parish hall. People of all ages will benefit from 

the retreat immediately after the potluck. We will be finished no later 

than 2 p.m.  

 

Gods Work, Our Hands Sunday 

 



 

 

 



Churchmen Pancake Breakfast 

 
You are invited to a Pancake Breakfast at the Swedesburg Parish Hall 

on Sunday, November 12, 2017. Serving will be from 7:00 a.m. until 

9:30 a.m. Menu items include: pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice and 

coffee. Free-will offering will support local efforts to help alleviate 

world hunger through “Food Resources Bank”. Pancake Breakfast 

Sponsored by Swedesburg Churchmen of Swedesburg Evangelical 

Lutheran Church. 
 

Social Ministry 

 
Our Fall Food Drive will be held the Sundays of October. This year 

we will be asking only for cash donations, as this will allow the 

Fellowship Cup to purchase the items that they need. The Fellowship 

Cup is able to go to the food bank and buy things at a portion of what 

it would cost us. Look for the basket in the narthex (east entrance) to 

give your donation.  

 

The committee decided to send $3,000 to Lutheran Disaster 

Response, with $1,000 each going to help with the hurricane in Texas, 

the hurricane in Florida, and the earthquake in Mexico.  

 

Radio Sponsorship 

 
Our radio sponsors for October: 

  1 David & Becky Rauenbuehler 

  8 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

15 Mary Benson 

22 Mary Benson 

29 Steve & Kris Emerson 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 



If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the website. Changes are made 

to it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

If you move or would like to add someone to our newsletter mailing 

list, please contact the church office with the address.  

 

Luther League 
 

Just a reminder that the Luther League continues to collect pop bottles 

and cans as a fundraiser. Collection boxes are in the east entrance to 

the church. Thank you for your donations! 

 

There was a Luther League meeting on Sunday, September 10. The 

following officers were elected: Hallie Sandeen, President; Sabrina 

Moody, Vice President; Rory Wagner, Secretary; Andrew 

Rauenbuehler, Treasurer. 

 

Property/Kitchen Committee 

 
The remodeling of the Parish Hall kitchen began August 14 and may 

be completed in October. During this time, please refrain from 

entering the kitchen of the Parish Hall. Should you need access, 

please contact the church office. The Parish Hall will not be rented 

during the time of renovation. Updates will be made in each weekly 

bulletin when they are available. 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Blood Drive 

 
Swedesburg Lutheran Church hosts a blood drive on December 22 

from 3-6 p.m. at the Parish Hall. To schedule an appointment call 

Stacy Speidel at (319) 986-5128 or register online at 

www.bloodcenterimpact.org. Use Sponsor Code 5185 to schedule 

online.  

Stewardship Committee 

 
Our fall Stewardship emphasis will be on October 29, November 5, 

12, and 19. The theme for this year is “Live Generously.” Watch for 

your Stewardship packet which will be mailed the middle of October.  

 

Young Adult Group 

 
We are in the process of starting a young adult ministry at SELC. On 

Sunday, October 1, we will have a picnic for our young adults and 

their families. Meet at Mt. Pleasant’s Central Park at noon. Bring your 

own food and chairs. It will be a time to get to know each other better, 

and to plan our future events.  

 

Parish Hall Kitchen Renovations Continue 

 

  

http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


WELCA sponsored 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. 

LWR School Kits are sent to places where even the few required 

school supplies may be more than a family can afford. Pencils and 

paper can help write a positive future. The Women of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) need your help filling school 

bags for Lutheran World Relief. Through LWR we can reach out to 

those in need. To the children who receive school kits, these supplies 

mean the difference between getting an education or not. Our local 

WELCA purchases the necessary school bags to hold these supplies. 

All items should be new and in good condition. A box is set up in the 

narthex (entryway) and west entrance for these supplies. Donations 

will be accepted through October 15. Please do not donate items with 

any religious symbols, messages or your congregation’s name, any 

items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or 

references to the armed forces, including camouflage. All items 

should be new and in good condition. The 8 items that are needed 

include: 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 

approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 

side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener                    One 2½” eraser 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades 

work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with 

a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together 

with a rubber band  

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

School items will be packaged and delivered to Cedar Rapids on 

Saturday, October 21. 



 



Harvestville Farm 

 

The Sunday School and Luther League will once again travel to 

Harvestville Farm, just east of Donnellson, on Sunday, October 29. 

We are to arrive at Harvestville any time after 3:00. Meet at SELC at 

2:00 if you need a ride. The church will cover the cost of the 2 play 

areas and the small corn maze. It will cost $5 per person, if you want 

to go in the large maze.  

Schedule:  3:00 - 5:00 - play;  

  5:00 - 7:00 eat at the bonfire;  

  6:00 - 7:00 - flashlight maze.  

Bring friends!  
 

A Note from Brian Palmer: 

  



Smorgasbord 
 

Smorgasbord is on Thursday, December 7, 2017. Seating times are for 

5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Ticket prices are $17.00 each.  

 

Advance tickets are suggested and will go on sale Monday, November 

6 at 9 a.m.at our Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue, Swedesburg.  

 

After November 6 you may call Ruth Meth at 319-254-2129 or 319-

937-5481; Louise Unkrich or the church office 254-2216 for tickets. 

When purchasing your tickets in the church, the church office does 

not have the ability to make change. 

 

You may contact the church office for additional information at 254-

2216. 
 

 

 

Warming Hearts with God’s Love 

and a Good Pair of Mittens 
Far too often, there are children who arrive at LSI’s Beloit and 

Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers with almost nothing in 

their possession. And for children or youth who have been in the 

foster care system, it’s not uncommon for them to arrive with 

everything they own in a single garbage bag. 
 

We give thanks for Iowa congregations because you faithfully 

respond to these needs, year after year! As winter approaches, LSI 

relies on your loving support to meet the demands for hats, gloves, 

and mittens for children and youth at Beloit and Bremwood. It’s 

important for us to give children the opportunity to shop for their 

favorite new winter coat. Because of that, we ask that you please not 

donate articles of clothing. With your generous financial donation, 

each child will have the simple joy of buying their new coat, knowing 

that they are loved and cherished.  

http://lsiowa.org/


 

Your church has likely received or will soon be receiving a letter 

inviting you to participate in LSI’s hats and mittens appeal. If you 

would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 

director of philanthropy and church relations, at 

Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  
 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Healing through Harmony 

 

Jaden’s life changed when he was 5 years old. His father 

unexpectedly passed away, and through his grief, Jaden’s connection 

to his mother became strained and he struggled to manage his anger at 

home.  

He was placed in LSI’s Beloit Residential Treatment Center in Ames 

when he was 10, and he remembers being introduced to Spiritual Life. 

The voluntary LSI program connects youth in residential treatment 

with faith-based art, music, and film. It is there to serve as a safe 

space for children to open up about their emotions and get the support 

they need to thrive.  

“I always knew I loved to sing and I liked music,” Jaden says. “Songs 

made me feel better, and music allowed me to express myself.”  

Jaden eventually relocated to LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment 

Center in Waverly, where he reconnected with Pastor Dennis Bauer, 

the director of the Spiritual Life program.  

“Jaden is one of the few kids who would actively set up lunch 

appointments with me,” Pastor Dennis says. “He’s really benefitted 

from being able to talk during the day.”  

Having access to a support network and a trusting relationship with 

Pastor Dennis has helped Jaden feel empowered to make a positive 

change during his time at Bremwood. Now 14, Jaden’s finding his 

faith through music, and he’s learning how to talk about his trauma 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


and become a role model for other Iowa children in residential 

treatment.  

Jaden has now been adopted into a loving family. As he finishes up 

his treatment at Bremwood, his family is there to visit and worship 

with him, and Jaden is enjoying being a new big brother in his family.  

 

Reformation 500 Festival 

 
On October 28 the Conference 8 churches will sponsor a Reformation 

Festival at Trinity Lutheran Church, 115 S. Central Avenue in 

Burlington. The festival begins at 5 p.m. with a presentation. After the 

presentation there will be a simple service. At 6 p.m. there will be a 

time of fellowship and refreshments.  

 

Our presenter will be Dr. Nathan Montover, an instructor of religion 

at Augustana College, Rock Island. There will also be a special 

offering taken for the Southeastern Iowa Synod Fund for Leaders 

scholarship program.  

 

Camp EWALU 

 
Camp EWALU has one more Volunteer Work Day coming up on 

October 21. You are invited to join other volunteers, families, and 

church groups for a variety of outdoor work projects from 9 am - 4 

pm. Lunch is provided free of charge. Please call EWALU at 563-

933-4700 to sign up. 

 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers 

 
Feeling stretched caring for an adult with chronic conditions? 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is a free class designed to provide 

family caregivers with the skills needed to take care of themselves. 

Classes will be held October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6 from 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at the Columbus Junction Civic Center (Main floor 

of the library) – 232 Second Street. Brochures with registration 

information are located on the bulletin board in the lower level of the 

church. 

  

tel:(563)%20933-4700
tel:(563)%20933-4700


October Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  1 Lil Chrisinger 

 Marilyn Goldenberg 

 Angelina Martinez 

 Julie Ostby 

  4  Gayle Olson 

  7 Betty Carlson 

 Jordan Larson 

  8 Ashley Olson 

  9  Deb Reid 

10  Leon Peterson 

11  Zoe Wagner 

12  Erin Thurman 

      Brian Johnson 

      Shari Tolander 

13  Kay Alvine 

14  Kim Anderson 

      Marc Benson 

      Jody Gott 

      Kolbein Ostby 

    Michelle Kempf 

15 Jean Kracaw 

      Jennifer Olson 

17  Cale Caboth 

 Dylan Mullin 

18  Hunter Anderson 

19  Kurt Alvine 

21  Ken Lindeen 

     Rebekah Kimzey 

22  Sara Jones 

      Daniel Mullin 

 Lennox Rodgers 

23  Lisa Olson 

     Paige Woline 

24 Dusty Beichter 

 Anissa Martinez 

25 Lindsay Miller 

26  Johanna Crawford 

     Nancy Taylor 

28  Carmen Benson 

     Aaron Kempf 

     Patty Waterhouse  

29 Eric Frank 

30  Ryan Woline 

     Noah Provino 

     Courtney Smith 

31 Mike McClure 

     Heather Lindeen 
 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  1  Mark and Linda Kimzey 

  3  Brandon and Hanna Jones 

  8  Kirk and Leah Alliman 

10  Kris and Michelle Kelley 

11 Mike and Judy Sells 

17  Paul and Darci Zoss 

21  John and Jennifer Wagner 

23 Jeff and Deidre Zihlman 

24 Paul and Megan Jacobson 
 

 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in October 

for: 

October 1: 
Ron & Deb Reid 

Tim Reid 

Alfonso & Angela Ribeiro, Alfonso Jr., Anders 

James & Gwen Richardson 

Brandon & Kate Ridinger 

Curt & Renee Ridinger 

Duston & Sarah Ridinger, Miranda, Elijah 
 

October 8: 
Randy & Keri Robb, Michael, Sarah 

Derek Rodgers 

Devin & Amber Rodgers, Alley, Lennox 

Wayne & Mary Lou Rodgers 

Rodney & Taryn Ryan, Hailey, Aubrey 
 

October 15: 
Ralph & Sherry Sandeen, Alex, Nick, Hallie 

Douglas & Shirley Schermer 

Doug Schlatter, Nicole 

Chris & Cyndthia Schrager, Christian, Kayden 

David & Shannon Sells, Caitlin, Catrina 

Michael & Judith Sell 
 

October 22: 
Mike & Heather Sharp, Jordan, Jonathan 

Casey & Melanie Simpson, Josette, Joseph, Jacob, Samantha 

Adam & Brooke Smith, Courtney, Delaney 

Darrell & Gail Smith 

Kinsey Sovern, Riley 
 

October 29: 
Andrea Speidel, Chloe, 

   Sawyer 

Dennis & Stacy Speidel 

Delbert Steffens 

Amanda Stout 

Brian Stout 

Carissa Stout 

Emily Stout

  

 



 

 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 The family of Waldo Bloom upon his passing on September 2, 

2017. 

 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to the custodians who help maintain a clean church and parish 

hall. 

 

 to our groundskeeper who mows, trims and cuts everything on the 

outside of our properties; keeping them well groomed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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